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Dear Parents,

We want our Tuttle Times Parent Guide to be a valuable resource for you. Parents play a 
crucial role in shaping their children’s minds and helping them understand the big ideas 
that lay the foundation for a bright future. We want to empower you to confidently 
guide your children in learning these principles.

Our mission is to equip you with knowledge and resources to make learning engaging 
and meaningful for your children. By encouraging curiosity, critical thinking, and a love 
for learning, your children can apply their knowledge in real-life situations and nurture 
their problem-solving skills and creativity. 

We have included dinner table conversation starters in this Parent Guide. We firmly 
believe that changing the world begins at the dinner table. We hope these conversation 
starters will spark meaningful discussions and provide opportunities for bonding as a 
family.

—The Tuttle Twins team

Letter to Parents

Be sure to check out our August Issue Resources, which has 
links to the challenge badges, activity solutions, and more!

We would love for you (and your child!) to share your thoughts 
on this month's issue with us. Find the survey links on the July 
Issue Resources page! 

Add pic of Mr. & Mrs. Tuttle?
Want even more  magazine  content like this?    
 

Upgrade to our Magazine Plus subscription to 
receive a monthly 20+ page Plus Pack filled 
with activity sheets, writing prompts, and 
articles for parents that enhances each issue. 

Scan for  
more info!  

or go to  
TuttleTwins.com/ 

plusupgrade

https://tuttletwins.com/magazine/aug24
https://tuttletwins.com/plusupgrade
https://tuttletwins.com/plusupgrade


Parent guide: Pledge of AllegianceParent Guide: Issue 35, August 2024

3

The Case of the Phantom Snatcher (Issue pages 3–7)

The twins are enjoying a summer cookout at their Uncle Ben's house. 
As they are playing different outdoor activities with their cousins, 
someone keeps stealing their snacks. Their cousin Isabelle accuses her 
younger brother Noah, but Noah says it wasn't him. The twins can't 
think of who else it could be though.

That evening, the twins set up a trap to get the proof that it is Noah 
stealing their snacks. Well, the trap makes them realize that it wasn't 
Noah—it was a family of squirrels. They apologize to Noah and learn 
that they shouldn't have jumped to conclusions.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

• What can go wrong when you jump to conclusions? 

• How can you try to stop yourself from jumping to conclusions?
 

Look Before You Leap (Issue pages 8–10)

There are many times when people jump to conclusions before 
knowing all the facts. It can cause unnecessary hurt feelings based 
on misunderstandings. The article provides four examples that show 
misunderstanding action, tone, intent, and timing. Readers learn it's 
important to ask questions and get all the facts before reacting. 

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

• Have you ever jumped to the wrong conclusion? 

• Have you ever done something that was misunderstood by a  
   friend or family member? 

• Why might it be important to consider multiple explanations for  
   someone’s behavior before reacting, like in Jack and Mia’s story? 

Article Overviews and Dinner Table Conversations
We encourage you to read the Tuttle Times articles with your children, and we hope that the 
topics and big ideas bring about conversations that expand their knowledge and understanding 
of how the world works.

For each article, we give an overview or explain our reasoning for including it in this month’s 
issue along with dinner table conversation starters. Bon appétit!



Lady Justice (Issue pages 11-12)

This article discusses due process and justice. Individuals should be 
presumed innocent until proven guilty. The judgment shouldn't be 
affected by what someone looks like, their socioeconomic status, or 
who they know.

When someone is accused of a crime, they are entitled to due process. 
Without due process, things could go very wrong. Witnesses could 
see something and jump to the wrong conclusion. A dishonest person 
could accuse someone of committing a crime to get them sent to jail.

It can be hard to be patient and let due process play out when 
someone is accused of a serious crime, but it would be horrible for an 
innocent person to be punished for a crime they didn't commit. Due 
process is essential in a free society.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

• Why is it important for someone accused of a crime to be  
   considered innocent until proven guilty? 

• What are some ways we can make sure we are not biased when  
   judging someone's actions?  

Latest Buzz: Donald Trump Was Shot! 
(Issue pages 13–14)

This article discusses the attempt to assassinate Donald Trump last 
month during a speech in Pennsylvania. This is a more serious topic 
than most of our articles, but we couldn't not include it as it is truly the 
Latest Buzz throughout the news. 

The article states that we shouldn't jump to conclusions, but 
underscores the need for skepticism and investigation. It asks a 
few questions about the Secret Service as well as if we can trust a 
government investigation into this event.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

• What do you think about the FBI investigating the Secret Service's  
   actions that day? 

• Did you have any questions about what happened to Donald Trump  
   that day? 
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Misunderstandings are an inevitable part of life, and learning how to handle them 
gracefully is a beneficial skill for children (and adults!). Whether they’ve misunderstood 
someone or been misunderstood themselves, knowing how to navigate these situations 
can help them develop empathy, communicate effectively, and manage their emotions. 

Here are some practical tips to teach your children how to manage misunderstandings.

1. Model the Behavior
Children learn a lot from observing their parents. Demonstrate how to handle 
misunderstandings calmly and respectfully in your own interactions. Show them how to 
listen actively, apologize when necessary, and clarify any confusion.

2. Teach Active Listening
One of the main causes of misunderstandings is poor communication. Teach your 
children to practice active listening. They should focus their full attention on the speaker 
and acknowledge what they are hearing by nodding or short affirmative responses.

3. Encourage Open Communication
Create an environment at home where open communication is encouraged. Let your 
children know it’s okay to express their feelings and thoughts in a respectful way. 
When they feel comfortable sharing, they are more likely to address misunderstandings 
directly rather than letting them grow bigger in their mind.

This includes asking clarifying questions if something is unclear. For example, if a child 
thinks their friend said something hurtful, encourage them to ask, “Did you mean to 
say...?” or “I heard you say… Is that right?” It definitely takes some practice, so the 
question doesn’t sound argumentative, just genuinely curious.

4. Teach Empathy
Empathy is key to understanding different perspectives. Help your children put 
themselves in the other person’s shoes. They should think about how the other person 
felt in the situation. They could explore why they think the person said something 
hurtful. Is there a possibility the person did not mean to be hurtful? 

Walking through this type of thought process can be difficult for younger children who 
don’t have as many lived experiences. They only know what they think, what they feel, 
and what they would do. They might consider every other option to be “wrong,” if they 
can even come up with other options.

This is such an important skill because they are going to live in a world full of people 
that have many different experiences than they did.

Parent Guide Bonus Article
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Navigating Misunderstandings



5. Guide Them on How to Apologize
When your child has misunderstood someone, it’s important for them to know how to 
apologize sincerely. They should acknowledge their mistake without making excuses. 
Then express genuine remorse for any hurt caused and commit to doing better in the 
future.

For instance, if your child wrongly accuses a sibling of taking their toy, guide them to 
say, “I’m sorry I blamed you for taking my toy. I realize now it wasn’t you, and I’m sorry I 
hurt your feelings. I’ll make sure to ask first next time.”

6. Prepare For Being Misunderstood
It’s going to happen eventually. It can be shocking when someone thinks you said 
something hurtful when you don’t feel that you did.

When someone misunderstands your child, teach them to stay calm and clarify the 
situation. They should avoid using “you” statements. Instead, they should use “I” 
statements to explain their perspective.

Instead of saying, “You misunderstood me,” say, “I think there’s been a 
misunderstanding. What I meant was...”.

7. Role-Play
Role-playing different scenarios can be an effective way to practice handling 
misunderstandings. Create hypothetical situations and let your child act out how they 
would respond. This is how they can practice asking clarifying questions, apologizing, 
and explaining when they are misunderstood.

This can build their confidence, so they are ready to handle real-life situations. This also 
helps you work with them on tone because it’s really easy to come across as accusing or 
defensive without practice.

8. Reflect and Learn
After a misunderstanding has been resolved, take some time to reflect on what 
happened. Discuss with your child what went well and what could be improved. This can 
help prevent the misunderstanding from happening again or help them handle it better 
next time.

It's impossible to prevent all misunderstandings in life, but the way we handle them can 
definitely impact our relationships.a

Parent Guide Bonus Article (cont.)
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extra resources
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Podcasts 

 - How Can Juries Make A Difference? - Episode 68
 - What Is the Fifth Amendment? - Episode 137
 - How Can You Control Your Emotions?  - Episode 159
 - What Is the Presumption of Innocence? - Episode 267

Tuttle Twins Books & eBooks

 - The Tuttle Twins Choose Your Consequence Teen Series
 

https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/68-how-can-juries-make-a-difference/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/137-what-is-the-fifth-amendment/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/159-how-can-you-control-your-emotions/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/267-what-is-the-presumption-of-innocence/



