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Below are two quotes by the author John Taylor Gatto, whose book, The 
Underground History of American Education, was the basis for The Tuttle Twins 
and the Education Vacation. 

Can you solve the cryptogram puzzles below and figure out 
Gatto's quotes?  
 

The first puzzle is easy, but the second is trickier  
because you're only given some of the letters and 
you have to figure out the others!  

Gatto cryptograms printable (Page 17)

BREAK THE CODE?
Can you

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
7 5 19 15 17 6 24 25 12 26 13 18 23 16 14 21 8 4 1 9 3 10 20 11 22 2

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
17 8 12 19 25 13 5 7

BREAK THE CODE?



Below are two more John Taylor Gatto quotes about education. Again, the first 
one is easy, but the second one is more challenging because not all the letters 
have been provided to you! Are you up for the challenge? 

(answers to all puzzles are provided at the end of the Plus Pack after the Parent 
Guide section.)

more cryptograms

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
20 13 15 9 7 14 8 25 6 18 4 22 21 24 16 26 17 5

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
26 14 25 5 10 22 18 11 4

Did you solve the first two cryptograms and want to try your hand at a couple 
more? 
 



18

Even though choosing your own best path for  
your educational journey may sometimes feel like a maze,  
with a little bit of effort you can find your way through and  
discover so many wondrous things along the way!

18

For Junior Readers!

A-MAZE-ING 
WAYS TO LEARN!

There's so many

START

FINISH
18

Junior Readers Maze printable (Page 18)



18

Here's another maze for you to find your way through,  
but this one's even a bit more challenging.  
 
Can you solve it?

18

For Junior Readers!

A-MAZE-ING 
WAYS TO LEARN!

There's MORE

START

FINISH
18

another Junior Readers Maze



pledge activity mad libs style (Page 15)

Pledge               Activity

Instructions
1.  Find a friend. One person asks the other to name an adjective/noun/etc as you come to the 

blanks (but don’t tell them any of the other words yet - let that be a surprise!). Write down 
the words they tell you. Then read the pledge back them to them with all the silly words!

2.  After you’ve tried this activity with the silly words, think about how you would fill in the 
pledge to show what ideas or beliefs you actually WOULD like to support if you could go 
back in time and rewrite the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Pledge of _____________________

I pledge to uphold the ____________  principles of ________, 

_________, and _________.  History has shown us that giving a

 government too much power is ____________.  To protect the 

people against an abusive government, individuals have the right to

_________, _________, _________.   _________ have

the right to govern themselves.  If the federal government grows too 

oppressive, I support each _________ right to peacefully leave

the union.  Every individual deserves _________ and _________.

Like the founding fathers who ________________________, 

I pledge to always honor individual rights.

Mad Libs style

give your pledge a name

adjective

adjective

noun

noun noun

noun noun

verb verb verb plural noun

possessive noun

name something our founders did during the Revolutionary War



Using the Buzzwords listed on Page 9 of the September 2022 Tuttle  
Times magazine, can you fill in this crossword puzzle?  
 
No clues are given for each word; you have to try to figure out each word by 
the number of letter spaces given! (gray boxes = space between words)

The Latest Buzzwords crossword review

BUZZ WORDS CROSSWORD



cover coloring page printable



Writing Prompt #1: How We've LearneD

What are some ways in which you feel that education has changed 
for the good throughout history? What are some ways in which you 
feel education has changed for the worse? Why?



Writing Prompt #2: New Ways To LEarn

In which ways do you think you learn best? Do you prefer to learn 
and research independently? Or do you prefer to have a teacher or 
instructor guide you in lessons?



Why does government want the Federal Reserve to inflate our  
currency? Who does it help and who does it hurt?

Writing Prompt #3: Inflation Reduction Act



Writing Prompt #4: Pledge of Allegiance

Choose one question to answer: 
1. What does the word “patriotism” mean to you?
2. What do you think our founders would think if they read the Pledge of Allegiance?
3. Why do you think government schools require students to recite the Pledge (and 
should kids get in trouble if they don't recite it)?

4. Do you think we should be concerned that the 
Pledge’s creator was a socialist? Why or why not?



parents know best
As discussed in this month’s issue, 
parents used to be the primary teacher 
for their child. Nowadays, some 
people seem to think that parents 
cannot educate their child as well as 
trained teachers, and even go as far as 
saying parents shouldn’t have a say in 
what their children are taught. 

But who knows your child better than 
you? Teaching a classroom full of 
students requires a lot of different 
skill sets, but learning how to help 
your child learn is different since each 
child is unique. What you want your 
child to learn is also something that 
parents determined in the past—why 
do some people seem to think parents 
aren’t capable of figuring it out now?

Learning vs. testing
Looking at what was taught centuries 
ago vs. today, we see a huge explosion 
in the amount of content covered. 
Is this better? We live in the age of 
information overload. Never in the 
past could you find so much content 
about a single topic right at your 
fingertips. Do our children actually 
need to know more than they used to?

Have you ever considered how much 
of what you learned in school you have 

never used in real life? It doesn’t count 
if you only used it to help your child 
with their homework! Yes, knowledge 
is power, and some topics are just 
really cool. But did you need to be 
tested and graded on those topics?

Additional resources
You don’t need to stress about 
teaching your child everything. 
Teaching them how to learn while 
making learning enjoyable will help 
them become a lifelong learner.

The Way The World Works Podcasts
98. How Did American Education Get So Bad?  
(TinyURL.com/TWTWW98)
34. Is There One Right Way To Get A Good 
Education? (TinyURL.com/TWTWW34)

resources by state 
School Choice Week (schoolchoiceweek.com)
HomeschoolMom.com (TinyURL.com/hsmlist) 

microschools, hybrid schools & more
Microschool Directory (meridian-learning.org)
Great Hearts Microschools 
(greatheartsmicroschools.org)
Regina Caeli University Style Hybrid School 
(rcahybrid.org)
Nature Schools Directory  
(TinyURL.com/natureschools) 
Highlands Latin Cottage Schools  
(TinyURL.com/hlscottage)
Classical Conversations  
(classicalconversations.com) 
Acton Academies (actonacademy.org) 

Parent guide: Education & How It's changing

EDUCATION
How It ’s Changed and How It ’s Changing

https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/98-how-did-american-education-get-so-bad/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/34-is-there-one-right-way-to-get-a-good-education/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/34-is-there-one-right-way-to-get-a-good-education/
 https://schoolchoiceweek.com/mystate/
 https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/local-support/#find-a-homeschool-coop-near-you
https://www.meridian-learning.org/microschool-directory/
https://greatheartsmicroschools.org/
https://rcahybrid.org/
https://naturallykatey.wordpress.com/2021/01/08/list-of-forest-schools-outdoor-based-nature-inspired-schools-in-the-us/
https://highlandslatin.org/
https://classicalconversations.com/
https://www.actonacademy.org/


HOW TO TALK TO YOUR KIDS 
ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS 
 
Planning can help a conversation 
about a serious topic effectively 
portray big ideas while keeping the 
tone right for your child. Here are 
some suggestions:

1. Determine the big ideas you want 
to portray or questions you want to 
answer.  

2. Find resources to help you with the 
discussion, such as podcasts, videos, 
blog posts, and articles, as well as 
primary sources. 

3. Focus on using age-appropriate 
terms & concepts that your child 
already knows.  

4. Keep the tone neutral or hopeful.  
 
5. Offer an action item the child can 
do regarding the situation such as 
contacting your local representative, 
writing an op-ed, or volunteering. 

6. Keep the conversation going by 
encouraging them to ask questions 
and share their thoughts or concerns. 

THE INFLATION REDUCTION 
ACT SUMMARIZED
 
Here’s a summary of what is in the 
700+ page Inflation Reduction Act.

• Includes $80 billion in new 
funding for the IRS.  
Supporters of the bill say this will 
be used to help taxpayers pay taxes 
by providing more customer service 
and especially helping with identity 
theft issues. They claim it will help 
collect more revenue by closing 
loopholes that the wealthy use to 
pay less taxes. They are hiring IRS 
agents comfortable with carrying a 
gun and using lethal force.  

• Creates a 15% minimum 
corporate tax for businesses with 
$1 billion in income.  
According to Congress, this will 
increase taxes for big business, 
not individuals. But in order to 
pay more in taxes, businesses will 
eventually have to raise prices. 
Since higher taxes lead to higher 
prices this  isn't a good way to 
reduce inflation. 
 
 

Parent guide: Inflation Reduction Act

BREAKING DOWN THE CURRENT NEWS

THE

INFLATION REDUCTION ACT



• Extends health insurance 
subsidies from the ACA that were 
supposed to expire.  
Supporters promote this as a 
necessary extension to prevent 
three million people from losing 
their health insurance at the end of 
the year, but it really is an example 
of the government proposing a 
solution to a problem they created. 
More government spending in an 
industry (e.g. health insurance) 
keeps prices high or raises prices 
instead of allowing the free market 
to work. 

• Allows Medicare to negotiate 
prescription drug prices.  
If the government negotiates a 
very low price with a drug company, 
drug companies will raise the price 
of the product for everyone else to 
make up the difference. This might 
lead to health insurance companies 
having to pay more for certain 
prescriptions, which they will pass 
on to the consumer via higher 
insurance premiums.  

• Invests in “climate change” 
including tax credits and clean 
energy production.  
When innovation is subsidized, 
there is a false sense of success.  If 
tax credits are given to consumers, 
there is a false sense of demand 
since many (or most) people 
wouldn’t have chosen that product 

or service without the tax credit. 
And since the subsidies and tax 
credits come from the taxpayers, 
energy companies are paying taxes 
that are given to “green energy” 
competitors. Imagine what these 
already successful companies could 
do to innovate if they could invest 
in their own companies instead of 
being forced to give part of their 
profits to competitors? 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
PRIMARY SOURCE: 
Inflation Reduction Act bill 
(TinyURL.com/InflationAct) 
 
TUTTLE TWINS/THE WAY THE WORLD WORKS 
PODCAST:
52. What is propaganda? 
(TinyURL.com/TWTWW52) 

304. Is inflation a good thing?  
(TinyURL.com/TWTWW304)

Parent guide: Inflation Reduction Act (continued)

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5376
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/52-what-is-propaganda/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/304-is-inflation-a-good-thing/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/304-is-inflation-a-good-thing/


We discussed the Pledge of Allegiance 
in this month’s issue, as well as on 
a Tuttle Twins podcast. Both Con-
nor and Elijah love freedom and their 
country, yet (gasp!) neither of them 
pledges allegiance to the flag. They 
each explained their reasoning in their 
past blog posts which we’ve linked 
below.

This topic can be controversial since 
people have different interpretations 
of what the words mean, but no mat-
ter where you stand on the issue it 
can be helpful to hear new informa-
tion and other perspectives. Doing 
so might challenge your beliefs… or 
make them even stronger! 

Where Do You Stand?
If you do say the Pledge, what do you 
think about while reciting the words? 
Do you ever wonder what others are 
thinking about? Their thoughts prob-
ably vary significantly from your own, 
with some focusing on patriotism, 
the founding of our country, our mili-
tary, and freedom, while others might 
think of elections, social activism, or 
loyalty to political leaders. Some may 
even be thinking about dinner plans, 
or nothing at all. It's impossible to 
tell where they might really stand, 
because they're all saying the same 
thing. It’s rote memorization we all 

learned as kids and just repeat when 
prompted to do so.

This goes for people who choose not 
to pledge to the flag—they likely have 
very different reasons for doing so. 
Pledging may be against their religion, 
they may have abandoned their faith 
in the government, be upset about 
some aspect of history, or some may 
even actually be against liberty or 
America!  

It's not wise to judge friend or foe 
without getting more information. 
Elijah discusses the inaccurate judge-
ments he's experienced in his blog 
post, explaining that some people 
assume that he hates America be-
cause he doesn’t pledge allegiance 
to the flag. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. The good news is that 
non-pledgers of all kinds are usual-
ly happy to respectfully discuss their 
beliefs if asked. Getting the full sto-
ry first might build strong patriotic 
friendships, even among people who 
express their love for liberty  
differently! 

Where Will Your Children 
Stand?
In most schools across the country, 
students just stand up daily and 

Parent guide: Pledge of Allegiance

Why is the Pledge of Allegiance  
Taught in Schools?

Parent guide: Pledge of Allegiance



say the “mechanically-repeated 
affirmation of loyalty inculcated in 
children,” as Connor wrote in his blog. 

It's safe to say that false patriotism 
isn't good for the future of America. 
Whether your family chooses to 
pledge or not, it's important that we 
don't act casually about something 
so important as our allegiance. Giving 
one's allegiance is a powerful and 
serious thing! So how can we teach our 
children to develop and then stand up 
proudly for their own convictions?

After researching the history of the 
Pledge, it would be good to have a 
family discussion. What do the words 
mean? Do you agree with all of them? 
Are you concerned with the history of 
how it came about? And regardless of 
its history, can it still be a good thing 
to say today? If yes, how can you make 
it more meaningful to you? If you 
decide no, then what?

Being Prepared
Today, patriotism and a belief in 
liberty is becoming less popular. 
Pledging or not pledging will both 
offend people for different reasons. 
Parents have the ability to help their 
children prepare what they might say 
when they are confronted about their 
beliefs and actions in public. 

First, they should understand that 
they aren’t required to explain 

themselves to just anyone, but they 
should still be prepared for when 
they feel that they should. Children 
should also fully understand possible 
social consequences of their actions, 
especially when taking a stand in 
public schools. As Elijah mentioned 
in his blog post, children have been 
suspended for not standing for 
the Pledge. While we want to raise 
confident, principled children, there 
sometimes are limits to what a family 
is comfortable managing. Those 
should be talked about specifically.

Once your family has discussed 
and everyone has decided how best 
to stand for their beliefs, and has 
agreed to deal with the consequences 
together, it can make it easier for 
your child to confidently stand up (or 
remain seated!) for what they believe.

Resources
The Way the World Works Podcast: 
198. What Is The History Behind The Pledge 
of Allegiance? (TinyURL.com/TWTWW198) 

Connor’s blog posts: 
 Why I Do Not Pledge Allegiance to the Flag 
(TinyURL.com/PledgeConnor1) 

Why I Now Remain Silent During the Pledge 
of Allegiance (TinyURL.com/PledgeConnor2) 

Elijah’s blog post: 
The Republic Should Pledge to Me 
(TinyURL.com/PledgeElijah)

Parent guide: Pledge of Allegiance (continued)

https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/198-what-is-the-history-behind-the-pledge-of-allegiance/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/198-what-is-the-history-behind-the-pledge-of-allegiance/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/198-what-is-the-history-behind-the-pledge-of-allegiance/
https://www.connorboyack.com/blog/why-i-do-not-pledge-allegiance-to-the-flag
https://www.connorboyack.com/blog/why-i-now-remain-silent-during-the-pledge-of-allegiance
https://www.connorboyack.com/blog/why-i-now-remain-silent-during-the-pledge-of-allegiance
http://www.elijahstanfield.com/politics/the-republic-should-pledge-to-me


"mathgate" 2020"mathgate" 2020
In July 2020, a popular Twitter 
exchange arose between James 
Lindsey, writer at New Discourses, and 
some "social justice activists" such 
as Nicole Hannah-Jones, The 1619 
Project author.

In this exchange it was stated that 
2+2=4 was only a social construct but 
that “because of western imperialism/
colonization, we think of it as the only 
way of knowing.”

In the days following, others chimed 
in and Twitter blew up about how the 
fundamental laws of math are known. 
In one tweet, it was said that since 2 
apples + 2 oranges don’t equal 4 fruit, 
that 2+2 does not always equal 4. 
Many then chimed in with additional 
supposed examples where 2+2=5. 

However, all of the 2+2=5 examples 
were only achieved by manipulations 
of foundational math rules. For 
example, in math, you can only add 
something called “like terms”. You 
cannot add 2 “apples” + 2 “oranges” 
and expect your solution of 4 to be in 
terms of “apples”. Of course 2 apples 
+ 2 oranges don’t equal 4 apples! 
Instead you would add 2 pieces of fruit 
+ 2 pieces of fruit = 4 pieces of fruit. 
 

While many of the 2+2=5  responses 
used higher or more abstract levels of 
math that many people aren’t familiar 
with, it still always came down to a 
manipulation or misstatement of the 
foundational laws of mathematics.

why does this matter?why does this matter?
The idea that 2+2=5 sounds silly 
at first, but it actually has serious 
repercussions to our understanding 
of what's real. Right now in the 
world, the study of “Critical Theory” 
is becoming increasingly popular 
in academia. You may have heard 
of Critical Race Theory or CRT, but  
something called Critical Gender 
Theory, which is the idea that gender 
is a social construct,  has also been 
popping up a lot.

Just as in the novel 1984, if you can 
convince a population that what they 
know to be true and real isn’t in fact 
true and real…then you have the 
power to rewrite their understanding 
of their reality. In other words, you 
have the power to brainwash them. 

critical gender theorycritical gender theory
While we’ve touched on critical race 
theory a tiny bit in the Tuttle Times 
magazine, we believe the concept of 

Parent guide:Why 2+2 does not equal 5

Why 2+2Why 2+2  
Will Will NEVERNEVER Equal 5 Equal 5



critical gender theory is best left 
to parents to discuss with their 
children. Unfortunately though, in 
today’s world, many children will be 
exposed at some point to the notion 
that “boys” and “girls” don’t exist 
as immutable characteristics, and 
that individuals can choose their own 
genders depending on how they feel.

Many parents are uncertain how 
to explain this to their children, 
especially when their children are 
young and the topic feels age-
inappropriate.  
 
However, if you want to safeguard 
your children early on so they are 
less likely to fall for blatant untruths 
later, whether that be misleading 
statements about gender or math 
foundations, then it’s a good idea to 
start incorporating the importance of 
TRUTH into their lives now. 
 

how to talk to kidshow to talk to kids
Talking about something like math is 
a good place to start. Young children 
intuitively understand the concept 
of adding like quantities. You can use 
the example about apple and oranges 
given above.  
 
If you ask them what 2 apples + 
2 oranges equals, what will they 
answer? If they answer 4, ask them 
“four of what?” Do they respond “4 
apples?” “4 oranges” or “4 fruit”? 

Here's another example that might 
get your kids thinking: Pretend you 
have two boxes and each box has 
two pencils in it. In one of the boxes, 
you break a pencil in half. How many 
pencils do you now have in total?

2 whole pencils + 2 whole pencils =  
4 whole pencils total?
Or 2 whole pencils + 2 whole pencils = 
5 pencil pieces total? 

Do you see why the latter doesn’t 
make sense? Because the terms are 
different! You can’t add whole pencils, 
but then give your answer in pencil 
pieces! That’s incorrect math. 

Ultimately, words and concepts have 
meanings and if you can be convinced 
of a non-truth through the use of 
manipulated words, then you lose 
the ability to form and share concrete 
understandings of ideas with each 
other. 
 
 The quantity of 2 + the quantity 
of 2  = the quantity 4. Always has. 
Always will. Changing a word to mean 
something else does not change this 
universal truth. 

ResourcesResources
James Lindsey/New Discourses blog: 
2+2 Never Equals 5  
(TinyURL.com/2plus2isnot5) 
 
MathGate, or The Battle of Two Plus 
Two  (TinyURL.com/mathgate2plus2)

Parent guide:Why 2+2 does not equal 5 (continued)

https://newdiscourses.com/2020/08/2-plus-2-never-equals-5/
https://newdiscourses.com/2020/08/2-plus-2-never-equals-5/
https://medium.com/arc-digital/mathgate-or-the-battle-of-two-plus-two-ed4af5f32933
https://medium.com/arc-digital/mathgate-or-the-battle-of-two-plus-two-ed4af5f32933
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buzzwords crosswords


